
 

           
 
 

THE HISTORY AND HERITAGE COMMITTEE PRESENTS: 
  

Guided Tour and Presentation of  
DETROIT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA HALL 

 
Presentation: Designed by noted architect C. Howard Crane, Orchestra Hall celebrated its 

inaugural concert on October 23, 1919. It was the center of Detroit’s musical 
life, but by 1939 due to the Great Depression the DSO moved to Masonic 
Auditorium. From 1941 to 1951, Orchestra Hall operated as Paradise 
Theatre offering the best in jazz and blues. Upon the closure of Paradise 
Theatre, the Orchestra Hall fell into disrepair and was headed to the 
wrecking ball. Local citizens lead by bassoonist Mr. Paul Ganson saved the 
Hall and led a massive restoration effort and the DSO moved back to its 
historic home in 1989. In 2003, after the completion of a $60 million dollar 
project, the Orchestra Hall was renamed as ‘Max M. Fisher Music Center’. 

 
Mr. Ganson will provide the presentation and guided tour of the facility. He is 
presently Historian of the DSO, having retired after performing for 35 years 
as Assistant Principal Bassoonist. In early 1970, he was appointed the 
Founding Administrator of the Detroit Symphony Civic Orchestra and, from 
its beginning on Thursday, September 17, 1970, Mr. Ganson served the 
campaign to save, restore, and use Detroit's historic Orchestra Hall. He is 
under contract to write a history of the DSO, and he serves on the Board of 
Directors for the DSO. 

 
Date:  Wednesday, March 2, 2011 
 
Location:  Presentation and Tour:    Dinner: 
   Detroit Symphony Orchestra   Union Street Cafe 
   3711 Woodward Avenue   4145 Woodward Avenue 
   Detroit, MI 48201    Detroit, MI 48201 
 (248) 576-5111     (313) 831-3965 
   (Enter through Stage Door – see map) 
    
Agenda: 5:30 pm – 6:00 pm  Registration 

6:00 pm – 7:00 pm Tour and Presentation 
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm Dinner including choice of entrée, bread basket, 

green bean medley, tossed salad, saffron rice, 
dessert and beverage. 

 
Cost:   $25 per member (prepaid) - Register by February 18, 2011 
 
Mail checks to:  FTC&H 

      39255 Country Club Drive, Suite B-25 
                                          Farmington Hills, Michigan  48331  

            Attention: Kamran Qadeer, P.E. 
 
         Reservations:       By email at kqadeer@ftch.com or by phone at (248) 324-4798 
    

Please Make Check Payable to ASCE Michigan Section 

   In Note Section, please put Southeastern Branch 

SOUTHEASTERN BRANCH 1960-2010 FIFTY YEARS OF SERVICE 

PRESIDENT 
Kent Early, P.E. 
734-522-6711 
734-522-6427 (fax) 
kent.early@ohm-advisors.com 
 
PRESIDENT-ELECT 
David Potter, P.E. 
248-844-5400 
248-844-5404 (fax) 
dpotter@sda-eng.com 
  
SECRETARY 
Jacob Rushlow, P.E. 
734-522-6711 
734-522-6427 (fax) 
jacob.rushlow@ohm-advisors.com 
 
TREASURER 
Brad Shepler, P.E., CDT, LEED AP 
248-454-6300 
248-454-6359 (fax) 
bshepler@hrc-engr.com 
 
IMM. PAST-PRESIDENT  
Jesse VanDeCreek, P.E. 
586-569-5000 
586-569-0119 (fax)   
jvandecreek@hrc-engr.com 
 
DIRECTORS  
Member Services 
Evans Bantios, P.E. 
313-237-3900 
313-237-3909  
ebantios@nthconsultants.com 
 
Professional Activities 
Jason Stoops, P.E. 
248-680-0400 
248-680-9745 (fax) 
jstoops@g2consultinggroup.com 
 
Technical Activities  
Dana Suggitt 
248-844-5400 
248-844-5404 (fax) 
dsuggitt@sda-eng.com 
 
Branch Website 
http://www.ascesoutheast.org 
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